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in Buenos Ayres, under the orders of Admiral Brown, and glorious hand-to-hand battles followed one on the other for eighteen months; but their forces being weakened the opponents accepted England's friendly mediation in 1828, and on the 27th of August celebrated a preliminary treaty of peace by which Brazilians and Argentines settled differences by converting Banda Oriental into a sovereign independent state. In virtue of this treaty the constituent assembly of Banda Oriental published the republican constitution, by which the new political power was to be governed, and the public and public authorities took a solemn oath adopting it (July 18th, 1830). Such are the most important details of the history of Uruguay up to the time when it is presented to other powers as an independent constitutional state, i
PARAGUAY
Paraguay proclaimed its independence in 1811, and almost immediately came under the power of one man who ruled like a dictator until his death in 1840. This remarkable man was Jose Caspar Rodriguez, usually called Doctor Francia, of Brazilian origin, who was secretary to the national junta of 1811 fl
When the congress or junta of 1813 changed tlie constitution and established a duumvirate, Doctor Francia and the Gaucho, General Fulgencio, were elected to the office. A story is told in connection with their installation, which recalls the self-coronation of William I of England and Napoleon the Great. In theatrical imitation of Roman custom, two curule chairs had been placed in the assembly, one of them bearing the name of Caesar, and the other that of Pompey. Francia seated himself in the Caesar chair, and left his colleague to play the part of Fbmpey as best he might. In 1814 he secured his own election as dictator for thre@ years, and at the end of that period he obtained the dictatorship for life. He was no mere nominal sovereign; but for the next twenty-five years he might^have boasted, with even more truth than Louis *KIV, "L'6tat c'est moi" In the accounts which have been published of his administration we find a strange mixture of capacity and caprice, of far-sighted wisdom and reckless infatuation, strenuous endeavours after a high ideal, and flagrant violations of the simplest principles of justice. He put a stop to the foreign commerce of the country, but carefully fostered its internal industries; was disposed to be hospitable to strangers from other lands, and kept them prisoners for years; lived a life of republican simplicity, and punished with Dionysian severity the slightest want of respect. As time went on he appears to have grown more arbitrary and despotic, more determined to maintain his mastery over the country and more apprehensive lest he should lose it. And yet at the time of his death it is said that he was generally regretted, and feis^bitterest opponents cannot deny that if he did much evil he also did much good. "Deeply imbued with the principles of the French Revolution, he was a Astern antagonist of the church. He abolished the Inquisition, suppressed the college of'theology, did away with the tithes, and inflicted endless indignifies-on the priests. "What are they good for?" was his saying; "they make us believe more in the devil than in God." He discouraged marriage both by precepts and example, and left behind him several illegitimate children. For the extravagances of his later years the plea of insanity has been put forward. The circumstances of his death were in strange keeping with his life. He was about to sabre his doctor when he was seized with a fit, and he expired the same day, September 20th, 1840.^ by Lavalleja: a fleet was equippederence to the constitution of tls penetrated into the province at three distinct points. Theed by the people was assembled at Tucuman, where Payridon was declared of Venezuelandications of a spirit of tribunal were called oidores, and their number varied according to the population and
